synoviae in these birds may be weak. This was illustrated previously in a study where 89% of The accuracy of the estimated M. synoviae seropositive farms is dependent on the number of farms sampled, the number of birds sampled per farm and the sampling frequency at a given flock seroprevalence. Moreover, test characteristics such as specificity and sensitivity will also determine the accuracy of the seroprevalence found.
As for the number of farms sampled, most layer breeder and all grandparent farms were monitored. Regarding the other farm subtypes, the number of farms to be monitored (sample size with an accepted error of 5 to 10%) was calculated with Winepiscope 2.0 based on an estimation a priori of the prevalence of seropositive farms out of total (Table 1 ). The advance estimation was made based on personal field experience and previously obtained monitoring results from voluntary M. synoviae control programmes.
As mentioned earlier, the number of birds sampled per farm and the sample frequency per flock may also influence the accuracy of the detected seroprevalence. In this study there was a difference in sample size and sampling frequency between different poultry categories.
The larger number of samples and higher sample frequency that was used for grandparent and layer breeder stock could have influenced the flock specificity of the test. birds are sampled. However, HERDACC 3.0 calculates herd specificity using one positive sample, while in our study two or more positive samples were used as the criterion. This means that the herd specificity in our study is higher than that calculated with HERDACC 3.0.
Furthermore, the herd sensitivity will be dependent on seroprevalence at a flock level and the number of samples taken. Using Deleted: Low number of M. synoviae seropositive submissions compared to the number of submissions investigated: 66% of the farms the flock tested serologically positive at the end of the production period (> 51 weeks of age).
Deleted: 10 Most
Deleted: Low number of M. synoviae seropositive submissions compared to the number of submissions investigated: 60% of the farms the flock tested serologically positive at the end of the production period (> 51 weeks of age). 
